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of weakness. The record shows he twice led
efforts to gut our intelligence service budget.
The record shows he voted against many of
the weapons that won the cold war and are
vital to current military operations. And the
record shows he has voted more than 50
times against missile defense systems that
would help protect us from the threats of
a dangerous world.

I have a record in office as well, and all
Americans have seen that record. Not all
Americans agree with me, but they know
where I stand.

On September the 14th, 2001, I stood in
the ruins of the Twin Towers. It's a day I
will never forget. There were workers in
hardhats yelling to me at the top of their
lungs, “Whatever it takes.” A guy grabbed
me by the arm; he said, “Do not let me
down.” Ever since that day I wake up every
morning thinking about how to better protect
our country. I've acted again and again to
make America safe. I will never relent in de-
fending the people of this country, whatever
it takes.

Audience members.
US.A.l

The President. Twenty-seven days from
today, Americans will make a critical choice.
My opponent offers an agenda that is stuck
in the thinking and the policies of the past.
On national security, he offers the defensive,
reactive mindset of September the 10th, a
“global test” to replace American leadership,
a strategy of retreat in Iraq, and a 20-year
history of weakness in the Senate. Here at
home, he offers a record and an agenda of
more taxes and more spending and more liti-
gation and more Government control over
your life.

A race for President is a contest for the
future, and you know where I stand. I'm run-
ning for President to keep this Nation on the
offensive against the terrorists, with the goal
of total victory. I'm running for President to
keep this economy moving so every worker
has a good job and quality health care and
a secure retirement. I'm running for Presi-
dent to make our strong Nation a more com-
passionate society, where no one is left out
and every life is valued.

And I have a hopeful vision. I believe this
young century will be liberty’s century. We’ll
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promote liberty abroad to protect our coun-
try and to build a better world beyond the
war on terror. We'll encourage liberty at
home to spread the prosperity and oppor-
tunity to every corner of this great land. I
will carry this message to my fellow citizens
in the closing days of this campaign, and with
your help, we’ll carry Michigan and win a
great victory in November.

Thank you all for coming. God bless.
Thank you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. at the
Oakland Community College-Orchard Ridge
Campus. In his remarks, he referred to former
professional basketball player Bill Laimbeer; Sen-
ator Zell Miller of Georgia, who made the keynote
address at the Republican National Convention;
television talk show host Jay Leno; Glenn W. “Bo”
Schembechler, former head coach, University of
Michigan football team; Michigan State Attorney
General Mike Cox; Oakland County Chief Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson; Michigan State Rep-
resentative Ruth Johnson; Betsy DeVos, chair-
man, Michigan Republican Party; and Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom.

Statement on Senate Passage of the
“National Intelligence Reform Act”

October 6, 2004

I commend the Senate for acting in a bi-
partisan way to pass landmark legislation that
will help us meet our goal to better protect
the American people by strengthening the
intelligence community. The “National Intel-
ligence Reform Act” is consistent with my
proposal to establish a strong National Intel-
ligence Director with full budget authority
and the new National Counterterrorism Cen-
ter. America is a nation at war, and this legis-
lation is another important step forward as
we do everything in our power to defeat the
terrorist enemy and protect the American
people. I urge the House to act quickly so
that Congress can resolve any differences
and send legislation to me as soon as possible.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2845.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

Proclamation 7827—German-
American Day, 2004

October 6, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Generations of German immigrants and
their descendents have helped build America
and chart its course through history. On Ger-
man-American Day, we recognize these
proud citizens for their important contribu-
tions to America and honor the bond be-
tween two great nations.

German Americans have been part of
America’s history since its earliest days, be-
ginning with the establishment of the James-
town Colony in 1607 and the arrival of Ger-
man Quakers and Mennonite families in
1683. Many of these early settlers came to
America seeking religious freedom and the
chance to develop a community based on tol-
erance and respect for all people. During the
westward expansion of the United States,
many German families helped settle commu-
nities, found cities, and develop the agri-
culture industry. Over time, the core beliefs
of these freedom-loving individuals helped
define the liberty and opportunity that our
country represents. Their traditions of public
debate and active citizenship influenced im-
portant social issues such as land reform,
abolition, workers™ rights, and women’s suf-
frage.

This week, our Government is breaking
ground for a new Embassy in historic Berlin,
exemplifying America’s support of a unified
Germany. Sharing a common commitment to
freedom, peace, and prosperity, the citizens
of Germany and America can build a better
future for the benefit of all nations.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2004,
as German-American Day, and I encourage
all Americans to recognize the contributions
of our citizens of German descent.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of
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the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:12 a.m., October 8, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 12.

Remarks on Departure for
Wausau, Wisconsin
October 7, 2004

Report on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass
Destruction

Chief weapons inspector Charles Duelfer
has now issued a comprehensive report that
confirms the earlier conclusion of David Kay
that Iraq did not have the weapons that our
intelligence believed were there.

The Duelfer report also raises important
new information about Saddam Hussein’s
defiance of the world and his intent and ca-
pability to develop weapons. The Duelfer re-
port showed that Saddam was systematically
gaming the system, using the U.N. Oil for
Food Programme to try to influence coun-
tries and companies in an effort to under-
mine sanctions. He was doing so with the
intent of restarting his weapons program,
once the world looked away.

Based on all the information we have
today, I believe we were right to take action,
and America is safer today with Saddam Hus-
sein in prison. He retained the knowledge,
the materials, the means, and the intent to
produce weapons of mass destruction, and
he could have passed that knowledge on to
our terrorist enemies. Saddam Hussein was
a unique threat, a sworn enemy of our coun-
try, a state sponsor of terror, operating in the
world’s most volatile region. In a world after
September the 11th, he was a threat we had
to confront, and America and the world are
safer for our actions.

The Duelfer report makes clear that much
of the accumulated body of 12 years of our
intelligence and that of our allies was wrong,
and we must find out why and correct the
flaws. The Silberman-Robb Commission is
now at work to do just that, and its work
is important and essential. At a time of many



